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WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
CABINET – 6 JANUARY 2020  

 
Recommendation from the Cabinet Planning and Parking Panel on 17 December 2019:- 

 
PEARTREE CONVERSATION AREA 
 
Report of the Corporate Director (Public Protection, Planning and Governance) on the 
Peartree Conservation Area.  The Council consulted on whether to designate the Peartree 
area as a conservation area from 26 September to 11 November 2019.  This included a 
letter to all residents in the area and a public drop-in exhibition at Woodhall Community 
Centre on 15 October 2019. 
 
The consultation generated five responses from statutory bodies and 20 responses from 
residents and these were summarised within the report.  The report noted that the views of 
the residents indicated that there is mixed support for the designation of the Peartree area 
as a conservation area. 
 
The Senior Built Heritage Consultant present at the meeting advised on the historic facts of 
the Town.  Welwyn Garden City was founded by Ebenezer Howard in 1920.  He called for 
the creation of planned towns for working families on low incomes.  The architect at that time 
was Louis de Soissons.  The purpose of the proposal conservation of the area is to manage 
and protect the special architectural and historic interest of the Town. 
 
Members raised the following points and debated in detail: 
 

 The difference between a conservation area and the Estate Management Scheme 
were clarified. 

 The parking issues currently present in Peartree proposed conservation area. 

 Financial impact on households – removal of permitted development rights 
associated with conservation areas to protect the special architectural interests. 

 Members requested the wording ‘clear support’ in paragraph 3.12 be changed to 
recognise the mixed support designation. 

 Officers recommended an amendment to paragraph 6.3 to state – that the document 
will be a material consideration in the determination of planning applications. 

 Discussion ensued the relevance of the responses received from outside bodies for 
the preservation of the area. 

 Officers advised that efforts to improve the character of the area would not be 
imminent, it would be gradual and would be implemented as and when planning 
applications are received. 

 Verge Protection in Peartree area – it was noted that this was already on the work 
programme for Parking Services Team. 

 Replacement of trees that have been removed over the decades.  It was agreed that 
talks would be held with the Council’s tree officers in respect of future plans to plant 
new trees, as this supports the Council’s climate change agenda. 

 A Member raised concern in respect of the low response and requested that further 
consultation with the residents be held – via letter, drop in session and press to 
advise the public of the impact of the changes in terms of benefits and 
consequences.  A discussion took place on the work already carried out by the 



Planning Department on advising residents and businesses in the area; together with 
the potential outcome of another consultation.  It was suggested that another 
consultation could provide the Council with reasons as to why people have said a ‘no’ 
to the proposal. 

 A question was raised in respect of porches – whereby one half of the porch being 
privately owned and the other half being Council property; how would this work in 
terms of repairs/improvements.  The Officer explained that discussions would be held 
with relevant land/property owners to resolve such issues. 

 Concern was also expressed in respect of shop shutters which have replaced the old 
awnings.  The Consultant clarified that it would be a balance between sympathetic 
and practical solutions. 

 It was noted that Ward Councillors had been consulted on the conservation area 
proposal. 

 
The proposal for another consultation was put forward to the Panel. 
It was moved by Councillor G. Hayes, seconded by Councillor P. Shah and 
 
 RESOLVED 
 (4 for and 5 against) the proposal was lost 
 
The Chairman put forward the recommendation. 
It was moved by Councillor T. Kingsbury, seconded by P. Zukowskyj and 
 

RESOLVED 
(5 for and 4 against)  
 
That this Panel recommends to Cabinet and Council that the Peartree area of 
Welwyn Garden City be designed as a conservation area. 

 


